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                  CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

 

 

VGS Monthly Meetings 

First Thursday of each month, 2 P.M. [September-May] 

Coronado Center, Room 6, 150 Ponderosa Way, HSV  

November 2, 2017:  Genealogy Resources Available at 

Mid-Continent Genealogy Library.  The speaker will be 

Cheryl Lang, Mid-Continent Genealogy Library. 

December 7, 2017: Party and 2 Round Table topics: 

•Cy Holiday (HSVGS) will share his personal memoir of 

growing up in a traveling carnival 
• Links to Spring workshop on writing personal/family 

history 

January 4, 2018:  Germanic Research and Visiting the 

Homeland by Jeanne Meek, HSVGS 

Second Thursday of each month at 1-3 P.M., Village 

Church of Christ, 210 Balboa Dr., in small conference room 
across from office. Space is limited, please email Barbara 
Pinkney at the_pinkneys@sbcglobal.net.  Enter through the 

office door side of the building.  This month’s session will be 
on November 9, 2017. We will have several laptops with 

Ancestry to help those without an Ancestry subscription do 

lookups. No special topic.  

 

VGS Breakfast Meetings 

Third Thursday, 9:00 a.m. at Debra’s Restaurant at DeSoto and Carmona Rds. HSV 

throughout the year.  Celinda Chapman will be hosting.  The subject for the November 
16, 2017 meeting will be “What Interesting Occupations Did Your Ancestor’s Have?” 

All attendees have an opportunity to share their stories and enjoy the company of others 
who have an interest in genealogy and family histories.  
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        ITEMS OF INTEREST 
 

The RootsTech 2018 Conference 

February 28 – March 3, 2018, 

Salt Palace Convention Center in Salt Lake City, Utah 

The keynote speaker on March 2nd will be Olympian Champion Skater, Scott Hamilton.  To find 

out more or to register go to https://rootstech2018.smarteventscloud.com/portal/newreg.ww 

 
National Genealogical Society (NGS) 

               Fortieth Annual Family History Conference 

                               May 2 – May 5, 2018 

                               Grand Rapids, Michigan 

       “Paths to Your Past” on migration paths in states bordering the Great Lakes.  

https://www.ngsgenealogy.org/cs/conferences_and _events 

 

Institute of Genealogy and Historical Research (IGHR) – Athens, GA 

Saturday, 2 June – Thursday, 7 June 2018 

The Institute of Genealogy and Historical Research (IGHR) provides an educational forum for the 

discovery, critical evaluation, and use of genealogical sources and methodology through a week 

of intensive study led by nationally renowned genealogical educators. Students choose one 

course that lasts throughout the week. Course levels range from basic skills for beginners to 

advanced methodology and evidence analysis designed to solve complex research problems; 

course topics range from resources for specific geographic locations to in-depth skill development 

on specific subjects. IGHR is sponsored and hosted by the Georgia Genealogical Society. Courses 

are taught at the University of Georgia Center for Continuing Education & Hotel in Athens, GA.  

View detailed descriptions and register for one of our eleven courses on the IGHR website 

http://ighr.gagensociety.org.  

 

              

President      Jeanne Meek  

VP - Programs     Barbara Pinkney  

Asst. VP - Programs   Kay Cantrell 

VP - Membership       Barrie Gauthier  

Secretary     Sue Barber 

Asst. Secretary    Susan Read 

Treasurer     Marlene Wilson 

Newsletter Editor    Nancy Holder 

Asst. Newsletter Editor   Mitzi Hunter 

Webmaster     Dan Barnett  

Past President    Celinda Chapman 
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President’s Message November 2017 
 

 
 

 

The fall chill is coming and there’s more time to stay in and do 

genealogy!  I will be gone for our November meeting with 200 villagers on the Razorback cruise and will look 

forward to seeing you at our Christmas meeting celebration in December.  Barbara Pinkney will lead our 

meeting in my absence. Our speaker, Cheryl Lang, will tell us everything we need to know about the Midwest 

Genealogical Center in Independence, MO.  Perhaps we can get a road trip going up there in the spring.  It’s a 

great spot for genealogy.  Barbara and I will be getting together soon to construct my talk in January on 

Germanic Research and Visiting the Homeland. 

If you haven’t paid this year’s membership fees, please bring that to Barrie Gauthier at the November 

meeting.  Also, those who have joined pick up your name tag lanyards at the back table.  Special thanks to 

Barbara for finishing the updating of our cemeteries and to all who found the information for her.  More 

information will follow on our big Writer’s Workshop in March.   

 

Jeanne Meek, President 

Hot Springs Village Genealogical Society 

www.hsvgs.org 

  

http://www.hsvgs.org/
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2pm--Coronado Center, Rm 6 

I. Call to Order:  2:00 

II. Welcome Visitors/Members greeting Members 

III. Minutes of Sept 7, 2017 filed on website. 

IV. Introduction of Officers. 

President--Jeanne Meek 
VP--Programs--Barbara Pinkney  
VP--Programs Asst.--Kay Cantrell  
VP--Membership--Barrie Gauthier  
Treasurer--Marlene Wilson  
Secretary--Sue Barber 
Asst. Secretary--Susan Read  
News Letter Editor--Nancy Holder  
Webmaster--Dan Barnett 
Past President--Celinda Chapman 
 

V. Announcements/Updates/Genealogy Gems 

Genealogical Gems: Barrie Gauthier on the bootleg scoundrel in his family. We all have them. 

Novembers Gems:  Nancy Holder and Susan Read 

Surname project: Sue Barber distributed survey sheets and explained surname project to the 

group to help members. Worksheet will list names researching or names members can help with. 

Sheets can be returned to Sue or Susan Read. Notebook on back table by Barrie. 

Cemetery Project: Barbara needs help in walking Cedar Vale and noting military service if 

recorded. 

Members Helping Members: Oct 12 Meeting will be a webinar on tracking immigrant/emmigrant 

ancestors.  The meeting is at 1:00 at the Church of Christ. 

Reminder of Writer’s Workshop, March 24, 2018. Topics are: Pick your lead players; Let the 

Family speak for themselves; How to give equal time to the players/self; Tips for publishing and 

selling the history 

Cost is $30 plus $10 for lunch. More information coming. The Website committee is setting up 

future meeting dates. 

Next month’s program:  Cheryl Lang from Kansas City Repository. 

VI. Introduction of Program--Barbara Pinkney introduced Women of the Mayflower. Mary Nell 

White, who is ill, did the research and graciously passed on to Barbara to present. 

VII. Adjournment: 4:00  
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1. Can’t find your ancestor’s Social Security record? Until 1951, 
the system didn’t cover the self-employed, temporary government 
workers, farm laborers, domestic workers such as maids, workers in US territories, or overseas employees 
of American companies. Railroad workers were covered separately under the Railroad Retirement Board 
(the first three digits of their Social Security numbers range from 707 to 728). 

2. Even if you live far from your ancestors’ town, consider joining the area’s genealogical society. 
Members probably know where to find all kinds of local records. What you need may even be in the 
group’s library. 

3. If you’re floundering in your search for a female ancestor, don’t rule out the possibility of multiple 
marriages and burial markers. If she was a widow, perhaps she was living with her children in the year you 
can’t find her in the census, or maybe she’s recorded under her maiden name 

4. You may be too close to a research brick wall to view it objectively. Trade problems with a friend, and 
try to find her missing information while she tries to find yours. This brings a fresh look to a frustrating 
situation, and it’s fun to help someone else. 

5. Collect information about siblings in each generation. Knowledge of brothers and sisters is important, 
especially as you study immigrant ancestors of pre-20th-century generations. Siblings sometimes moved 
in groups and witnessed legal documents for each other. 

6. Cross-reference city directories with the census. Be sure to check directories for the year before, the 
year of and the year after the census to see if your ancestors moved during this time. Keep in mind that 
information you find in a 1910 directory was compiled the previous year, 1909—before the 1910 census 
came calling. 

7. To avoid the pitfall of merging two or more same-named people into one, assume that at least two 
people of the same name lived in a given town. Land and tax records are important documents for sorting 
out people of the same name: No two people owned the same property, nor would they be taxed on the 
same possessions. 

8. Charting what you know about a problem ancestor through the years, by making a chronology, can help 
solve your research puzzle. Start with the earliest date you have for a person and then list everything you 
know about him or her and the immediate family. Include your speculations, but make these clear by 
highlighting them or adding a question mark. 

9. Plugging historical events into an ancestor’s personal timeline helps you see his or her life in a broader 
context. When you compare general history with family history, you may discover that a gap in an 
ancestor’s life story was filled by a trek westward in search of gold. You may uncover a connection 
between the flu epidemic in 1918 and the deaths of family members that year. 

10. When you’re at your wits’ end, try these measures: Organize and re-examine your records, write a research 
report on the steps you’ve taken and records you’ve found, or focus on another branch for a while. [Excerpted 
from FamilyTree Magazine’s “How-To Tutorials by David A. Fryxell - December 19, 2014] 

https://www.familytreemagazine.com/premium/101-best-genealogy-tips-from-ftm/ 

 

http://texturex-com.deviantart.com/art/brick-texture-rock-stone-algea-grey-green-uneven-362585168
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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  A Look Back at When Thanksgiving Was 
Basically Halloween [MENTALFLOSS.COM] 

  BY CHRISTOPHER KLEIN   OCTOBER 23, 2016 
 

Masked children roaming door-to-door, begging for treats. Well-lubricated adults dressing up for 
costume parties. Sounds like a normal Halloween—except it wasn’t. Less than a century ago, this was 
Thanksgiving. It seems as bizarre as decking the halls on the Fourth of July, but it’s true: For decades before 
World War II, Turkey Day was the day for putting on false faces. 

How did Thanksgiving take such a detour? According to the 1873 book Old New England Traits, in the 
early 19th century, poorer Massachusetts residents started knocking on doors on the holiday’s eve, begging, 
“Something for Thanksgiving?” As a (bad) joke, well-to-do children began dressing in tattered clothes and 
doing the same. 

The costume idea caught on. When Abraham Lincoln proclaimed Thanksgiving a holiday in 1863, 
towns from Juneau, Alaska, to Tampa, Florida, began marking the date with masquerade balls. The Tombstone 
Prospector took note of 1890 costume prize-winner Miss Will Sneed, dressed as a gold mine “in a gown that 
would inspire even the most dejected prospector to try again.” 

Not to be outdone, New York City brought the trend to the next level. Officials staged a regal annual 
parade to commemorate both Thanksgiving and the British evacuation of New York. Immigrants spoofed the 
stuffy, uniformed military companies by putting on their own show. Working-class men poured out of saloons 
and marched through streets blowing tin fish horns and beating drums. They called themselves Fantasticals 
and dressed garishly as clowns, politicians, and celebrities, like Buffalo Bill. Kids raided their parents’ 
wardrobes to join in the fun: Boys paraded in high heels and old evening gowns, as girls marched in over-size 
Prince Albert coats. Sensing a business opportunity, stores started selling nightmare-inducing papier-mâché 
masks before the fete. Children prowled the streets on Thanksgiving morning, ringing doorbells to ask 
strangers, “Anything for Thanksgiving?” So many kids were sporting tattered clothes and darkened faces on 
Thanksgiving that by the 1900s, it was known as Ragamuffin Day. 

Fantasticals died out by the turn of the 20th century, but “Thanksgiving maskers” flourished—not to 
everyone’s amusement. “The practice of ringing all the doorbells and demanding backsheesh is long past a 
joke,” The New York Times complained in 1903. “This must be a foreign innovation,” intoned a 1909 Sons of 
Daniel Boone hand-book, “for no self-respecting American boy would think of parading the streets dressed up 
like a ragamuffin and begging a cent from each passer-by.” Sadistic New Yorkers threw stove-heated coins 
known as “red pennies” onto the street and howled in laughter as kids burned their fingers. 

Red pennies failed to stop the ragamuffins, but the Great Depression did. Everybody had empty 
pockets by the 1930s, and the question “Anything for Thanksgiving?” was answered with “No.” At the urging 
of New York’s schools’ superintendent, civic organizations organized costume contests and parades to 
discourage kids from “going ragamuffin’” door-to-door. 

It worked. Thanksgiving reverted to an austere, family-oriented holiday, and by 1950, trick-or-treating 
had shifted to a less sacred day—Halloween. The change left grown-up ragamuffins nostalgic, even about red 
pennies. “I remember how my fingers got blistered,” patrolman Leo Carey recalled to The New York Times in 
1931. “But they don’t have any real fun like that anymore.” 
        http://mentalfloss.com/article/71033/look-back-when-thanksgiving-was-basically-halloween

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under 

http://maplelakeontario.com/2010/10/11/merry-thanksgivoween-canada/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
http://bryanrutt.blogspot.com/2012/11/happy-thanksgiving.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
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  Melting Pot Genealogical 
   Society Library 
649-B Ouachita Ave.  
Hot Springs, AR 71901 

Hours: 
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
Monday & Friday 

Call 501-624-0229 to confirm that the library is 
open before going to visit. 
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~armpgs/ 

 
  Family History Center Church of    
Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints 
2765 Malvern Ave.  
Hot Springs, AR 
501-262-2782 (during open hours) 

Hours (2016): 
Tuesday 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
Thurs. 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Friday 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  
https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/Hot 
Springs_Arkansas_Family_History_ 
Center 

Closed Holidays & Icy Weather 
 
  Family History Center Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints 
13901 Quail Run Drive  
Little Rock , AR 
501-455-4998 (during open hours) 

New Hours (10-2016): 
Tuesday 1:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
Wed. 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

Thurs. 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. Third 
Saturday only, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/Little_ 
Rock_ Arkansas_Family_History_Center 

        Closed Holidays 

    Saline County Library 
Bob Herzfeld Memorial Library  
1800 Smithers Dr. 

     Benton, AR 72015 
501-778-4766 
800-476-4466 

Hours: 
Mon., Tues., & Thurs. 
9:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.  
Wed. & Fri. 

9:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
Sat. 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

 http://www.salinecountylibrary.org/web/ 

Visit the Genealogy Room 
 
            (AGS) Arkansas 
             Genealogical Society 
             P.O. Box 17653 

 Little Rock, AR 72222      
www.agsgenealogy.org 
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Arkansas State Archives   
formerly: Arkansas History 
Commission 
One Capitol Mall 
Suite 2B215 
Little Rock, AR 72201  
501-682-6900 

Hours: 
Monday through 
Saturday 8:00 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. 
www.ark-ives.com/ 

On your first visit you must register 
and obtain an admission card. 

Directions: 
Take I-30 to I-430 north 
Take the I-630 east exit 
Take the 2B exit 
Turn left toward the Capitol 
Turn left on the 1st street 
At the next street turn right 
At bottom of hill park in the Large 

parking lot 
Enter through door on ground level. 

The State Archives are on the 2nd 
floor. 

 
   Memphis Public Library 
Benjamin L. Hooks Central Library 
3030 Poplar Ave., 
Memphis, TN 38111 

901-415-2700 

 
Hours: 

Mon.-Thu. 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

Fri.-Sat.    10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Sun.            1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

Closed Holidays 
www.memphislibrary.org/ 

 

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~armpgs/
https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/Hot
https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/Little_
http://www.salinecountylibrary.org/web/
http://www.ark-ives.com/
http://www.memphislibrary.org/

